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Broad Highway 


a WRITTEN WORD concerning Toc H, for the 
most Bis maintains a discreet silence on the journey- 
ings which membership entails. But the working member 
soon discovers that it is no longer possible to 'keep himself to 
himscil and inevitably becomes embarked on adventures 
which leac him to penetrate, hinterlands previously 
unexplored. ^or many the new territory may be an adjacent 
strect, but for some it lies in another continent. 

Elsewhere in this issue mention is made of the singing of 
carols by Toc ti members in the drawing-room of Sandring- 
ham House to thcir Majesties the King and Queen and many 
other members of the Royal family. At the same hour, on the 
outskirts of a large industrial centre, another party of members 
were also singing carols as they stood around an illuminated 
Christmas Tree with which they had transformed a desolate 
vacant site, On other pages, Barkis tells the storv of his flight 
over a part of primeval Africa and Alec Churcher has set 
down impressions gathered during his recent tour of India. 

The recording of these apparently disconnected incidents 
furnishes adequate testimony of the continued virility of our 
Movement. Toe H can still fire men's imagination and 
enthusiasm and send them travelling purposefully along a 
broad highway that may well lead some to cross any of the 
Seven Seas and others to take in their stride a desolate site— 
or a Royal home. 

When old stagers in the Family sadlv shake their heads and 
tell you that the ‘old days’ were best, pav little heed. There 
still exists opportunities for adventures galore, and the trail 
is more than likely to commence on our own doorstep. 
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An East African Day 


his absorbing account of an air 


Vairobi comes t 
border of Italian 


From BARKIS i i 
farest aud descri, to the 


trip made over mountain. 
Somaliland. 


OR MANY MONTHS in England I had nursed a secret 

hope that my first mecting with my EET X 
long separation, might be upon his own "pr. t ay, ji 
knew, “as far as thought can reach within the »oundaries 
of Kenya Colony. At its eastern extremity the Northern 
Frontier Province runs into a sharp salient between the 
frontiers of Ethiopia and Italian Somaliland, anc at the tip 
of this spearhead of British territory, a district controlled by 
four white men and forbidden to any white woman, lies 
Mandera. That was my goal. 


Until recent months the only communication between 
Nairobi, the capital, and this far outpost has been by lorry 
and a journey of a week or more across the desert, and when 
the rains come and bog vour lorry, camels must serve. And 
then, a few months since, a little ‘charter’ plane was put into 
service, flying up the six hundred miles once a fortnight and 
back to Nairobi next day. One morning came a telegram: 
the powers that be had decreed that a seat should be found 
for me next day in the charter plane. 

The sun had been up an hour when I reached the airport, 
fe: E g gull grey cloud covered the whole sky, for 
; ns im this year of exceptional drought are belated. | 
shook hands with my pilot, and for d * : 
watched our cargo bein quiu b aS next few minum 
the four outposts we a to vi Nr cii for eua 
the wav back, an assortment ae at: me "xn andžoni E 
ing bottles of Christmas comf Hu E special case contain- 
le as comfort and two live in large 
pails. These twa other passe Scesc una 
behind my seat and one Passengers were accommodated 
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We climbed in, tightened our waist-straps, waved to the 
‘ground staff’ and taxied out on to the bumpy field. Then. 
turning into the easterly wind and ‘revving’ the single engine 
to a thunderous pitch, we sped up the red-brown track and 
were airborne. 


Matched with the Mountain 


Climbing rapidly we pierced the base of the cloud ceiling 
and were instantly in an impalpable world of shifting grey. 
In a few minutes we had emerged above this drifting fog 
into blazing sunshine and floated solitary above the dazzling 
waves of a cloud ocean stretching to the horizon on every 
side. Here and there enormous masses of gleaming white 
cumulus rose above the level of this uneven plain of vapour. 
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for t of thes 
ling westward we steered for the prec e cloud 
Wheeling for we had to skirt Mount AME 17.000 feet 
untains ari eie 
Vs hich lay completely hidden at its h Ey | 
high, w asm we plunged into this Fantastic 


F wh a deep cn j | 
eed ow our tiny silver plane T ne — 
puun A SET A either side of us slowly- 
valley of cloud, deep indigo, and on 


moving precipices of cumulus which rose 2) ee dis- 
"no gradations to snowy summits, many thousancs o feet 
he e i ‘he bluc deeps of sky. Wheelin 
above our heads, against the blue deep ur ng, 
twisting, turning the steep flanks of these mobic noun 
we climbed steadily upwards, our eyes upon à pass at the 
head of our magnificent cloud-valley by which we hoped to 
circumvent the hidden summit of Mount Kenya itself. ji 
wondered if airmen ever grow so accustomed to novigating 


such cloud-hills as to find them commonplace. lo me, so 
little. experienced, this was an ‘airscape’ marvcl'ous beyond 
words. 


I watched the dial (one of ten set in the board in front of 
me) which recorded our altitude. The white finger moved, 
trembling slightly, round its face—ten thousand feet, ten- 
fifty, twelve, nearly thirteen thousand. The air was very 
cold against our perspex windows, a sharp necdle of cold 
touched my cheek. I glanced at the pilot's face as he swept 
it round over my shoulder once and again, surveying our 
position closely on every side. Now, sitting very still and 
silent beside him, I realised that he was engaged in a battle 
with his element and must, like any sea captain, make his, 
instant decisions. And because my confidence in him was 
complete, these moments were full of strange exhilaration. 
with no trace of fear. 

n ' ad M m 
shar A rer ur cue 
down." We wheeled steeply i hin ae T 
boues RR a y within our cloud valley and 

fe E Way down it again between cloud-cliffs 
which had changed since our asce 8 TIC oL E 
turned. anti-clockwise oy Wilh. ihe needle on the dial 
and lower, Fetching a grcat coc sights five, lower 
upon the other side of the bass, we came in again 


€ mountain, u 
through a broken veil of v ; upon the west. There. 


44 apour we looked down mile after 


The Summit of Mt. Keuya 


mile upon ridge and valley clothed with magnificent forests 
of cedar, camphor, and many another wood, the harbour of 
wild beasts unnumbered and unseen. 

The giant mountain in his impenctrable armour of vapour 
Was now at our backs as we flew on. Behind us were the 
superb slopes of primeval forest, the clearing among the’ trees 
of the native reserve, with groups of round thatched huts, 
like clumps of mushrooms from the air, and: neat plantations 
of maize and bananas; behind us was the imposing green 
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hessboard of a large coffee estate, with the P som 
che n n es a e cora 
dd garlanded with brilliant tropical Log, in T m 
We had reached the edge of the plain, still 4.000 above 
sea level, which is the Frontier Province. 


Desert Outposts 


First stop, Isiolo. Circling at a steep angle over * Ww 
houses of the little township, we slid down on to the bumpy 
Mou, he trees beyond. In a few minutes two cars 
mirstop among ue - followed in a cloud of dust 
drew up beside us and a lorry followe a ro 
Out of the first car stepped three English women iD summer 
frocks and three freckled English children—the last white 
women and children we were to see tor the next tW enty-four 
hours. The police officer, in his black cap and ‘K.D. tunic 
and shorts, of course was there and one or two settle rs. We 
were a merry party together for a few minutes, while the 
Africans in the lorry pumped petrol into the tank of our little 
plane. As soon as the airstrip was cleared of a herd of native 
goats we taxied out, waved to our hosts and roared wy. 
- The jaded grey-green scrub thinned out as wc flew; 
ubiquitous red earth of Kenya, graded from coffee-colour to 
patches of dusty orange, dominated an almost featureless 
world. Here and there a tiny patch of vivid green marked a 
water hole or the bed of a stream which flowed only upon 
the map for no gleam of water was to be seen. Soon we were 
circling over a volcanic pimple (it is actually as high ‘as Ben 
Nevis), on the slopes of which the little government outpost of 
Marsabit looks down upon a diminutive lake, and flew on to 
the airstrip beyond. Some minutes later the usual police officer 
and a couple of civilians, with the Afric 
wake. drew up with us: we off-lo 
mas bottle of whisky and our ty 

a deeply depressed as by a premonition. 
her ap id nga ve were ap and ava on 
journey. And now us ire "án as t e crow flies, of ous 
aspect. It was as if we fup fu di andas. CUM 
world, before human history beg; le. MERE apc oM E 
y began. As far as we could see 


In any direction his landsc P «e € 
It d ape h ad once b i bl d in he ved 
ubbic é d 


an petrol-lorry in their 
aded with the mails a Christ- 
vo fat geese, the one defiant, the 


and hissed up jets of steam and molten stuff, like a stupendous 
cauldron of porridge. At some moment (as the geologist 
reckons moments that last an age) the inner fires had been 
damped down, and all the surface had been fixed, stark and 
lifeless almost as the scarred face of the moon. The lava crust 
over which we flew had cooled and shrunk into monstrous 
wrinkles. 

Once or twice we sighted the vivid green streak of a water- 
course or the pocket handkerchief of green which betokens a 
water-hole: here a traveller by digging down a few feet may 
slake his thirst. And here was a patch of sparse, grey-green 
scrub, dotted not only by a herd of small native cattle but with 
the sieep brown pyramids or crumbling pinnacles of ants’ 
nests, maybe twice or even three times the height of a man. 
Wian may pass, the wanderer of a night, over the surface of 
sis ancient world, but the termite, misnamed ‘white ant’, is 


here orc cerly ‘dug in’. Many million years before the earliest 
bumas shambled on his hind legs. these fantastic workers 
founa-«& rhe fearful first pattern of a complete communist 
saciciy. There is no more mysterious or terrifying story in 
nature. 


Trontier reached 


We had been flying dead straight, almost due north, towards 
along rampart of brown hills. Now we pivoted on the solitary 
volcano of Mount Turbi and turned north-east. The rampart 
grew plainer through the heat haze: these cliffs and bare, 
croded slopes were the southern battlements of Abyssinia. At 
their very feet we wheeled and came down over the British out- 
post of Moyale. Across the frontier, we could see another 
Moyale, a cluster of huts whose tribesmen bear allegiance, 
much more nominal than real to Haile Sclassie. Lion of 
Judah, 400 miles away in Addis Ababa. 

As we slid and bumped and ran across the airstrip, cleared 
among the trees, flocks of crowned plover, large, handsome 
birds on long pink legs, showing flashes of white as they flew, 
rose round us. For some minutes our ‘reception committee’ 
consisted of half-a-dozen black figures holding long spears who 
watched us silently from the shelter of a big tree as we con- 


47 


A 


e s from packet and thermos, the wing of 
sumed o : Ue CANNE M 
TM planc our table. Then the cars and the lorry with the 


petrol drum arrived. bringing with them a new passenger, a 
pe 


British consular officer from Ethiopia. 

on the last and longest leg, nearly 200 
We held course along the bare 
escarpment of the fronticr, and almost Bere : wd aware 
we were over Mandera, our goal. As we wheeled, the horizon 
tilted sharply and I saw the neat compound, as it ce ae 
ing on end like the page of a book. Contained in the ring of 
its boma or fence was the native village of thatched nuts in 
rows, the precise police lines, the hospital, the prisoa, the 
mosque and the few larger stone. buildings w hich serve as 
residences and offices for the administration—my son and three 
British police officers, with a couple of Goanese clerks. In an 
open space the detachment of African police (it is 189 strong), 
in their white shorts and shirts and round white cans with a 
shining brass badge. were drawn up on parade. 

We touched down, three black policemen, with rifles, 
stood at attention to guard the plane, and in front of 
them stood Donald, in white shorts, bareheaded. ! reached 
down from the wing betore jumping to earth and grasped his 
hand, A long desire was fulfilled. 


‘elevense 


Now we were flving 
miles, of our dav's journey. 


At Home in the Wilderness 


_ It was mid-afternoon and the tropical sun blazed down. but 
in the deep colonnade of the District Commissioner's verandah 
It was almost temperate. Behind the white-plastered stone 
arches, two feet thick like the walls of the house, we sat and 
drank tea with camel's milk. Then, with the consul and a 
police officer, we jolted down the red carth track to the banks 
of the River Dawa, which for a few miles at this point ne 
an unmistakable frontier between the British Ba ie and 


Ab ini iai E 

MEM s short rains’ were barely over and the thick 

When Peet om in m wide, still owed sluggishly. 
It supplied t : ! 3 

consul's brandy pp € clear water we mixed with the 


and, still a rich : h 
warm hath in th brown, it gave me a delicious 


€ house an honr later. leat : : 
coffee behind, ter, leaving a sediment like 
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But the Dawa is too full of crocediles for 
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reasonable bathing. Its banks wear a decep fringe, at this time 
of year, of lush grcen-palms, many trees with barbarous thorns 
and some with gorgeous blossom. 

‘he sun was westcring as we returned to drinks and baths, 
and the very brief tropical dusk was over as we six (for all three 
police officers had now joined us) sat down to dinner in the 
bare, cavernous room, where two candles shone from tall stone 
candlesticks on a roast chicken. Dinner done, we found arm- 
chairs round a mat upon the dusty ground of the forecourt. 
Collee went round in the dark and only the glow of cigarettes 
revealed our whereabouts to each other. At our backs a hurri- 
can. lamp, half hidden, showed the arches of the verandah, 

ut is yellow glow was quite outdone by the vast canopy of 
cars above our heads. Many a tale of the frontier and its 


hasccters went round, and much speculation as to what would 

s happen over the southern frontier of this salient, where 
ihe Halians, by what seems a cynical resolution of UNO, were 
thous io take up a ten-year trusteeship of turbulent and 


expensive Somaliland. Resentment and revenge were 
smouldering among the tribesmen there : would war spill over 
the border? 

African Dances 


Down in the village a drum had long been beating, and 
Donald picked up the hurricane lamp and led me down ta 
visit two partics—onc, exclusively of men, in honour of his 
own birthday, the other a wedding. At the first a team of 
men were dancing by the light of onc dim lamp. We joined the 
circle of onlookers: as we came in an immensely tall, lank 
tribesman was dancing a wild solo with hoarse cries. An 
onlooker leapt on to his shoulders and he danced on, amid 
cheers and laughter; another pickaback followed and another, 
until the dancer ‘passed out’, full length in the arms of friends, 
and was carried away to recover consciousness. The dance 
went on, now with a team of a dozen stamping backwards and 
forwards in line or forming a moving circle. With their 
hands grotesquely bending above their heads they were imita- 
ting the queer gait of camels. And as they sang at intervals 
the line of an impromptu song, it was capped by a chorus of 
men standing in a semi-circle; clapping the time they chanted 
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‘ent ets ike 'Ya-to-be. 

d nt descending refrain that sapete a can be 
A Dol African dances are not to Hees EM- el 
ho-ho-ho-ho: s for to the attentive ear this music is full 
merely monotonou d subtle changes of key, 


Q: cross-rhy MY S, double-clapping, an 
d V hich we then V across was being 
V ince to 
The V edding ar V. vent Vc 


held by even dimmer illumination. Here poen E 

veiled women, bending forward, swaying fr | idi 
Meine a shrill excited chorus while a few young men, 
RUE sticks above their heads, ocn ag shag 
spasms. It seemed to be a happy; wel -0r ap P ty i hese 
people are all Muslims and alcohol is forbidden by the vrophet; 


= 1 el N 
drunkenness is no problem here as it is among the sop 
cated Africans of Nairobi, up-rooted from their tribal discipline 
and tainted by white ‘civilisation’. As the tireless music went 


on 1 glanced at the little Somali boy in his teen who stood 
T beside me, and he returned my look with a frank a*:d charming 
smile. That instant, I felt, almost spanned the gulf of a 


thousand years which separated our two worlds and touched us 
both with kinship and human understanding. Ho v iong will 
it take to build a bridge between us so that wayfaring men, 
though fools, may pass over without erring? No man now 
living will see that day. 
Day's End 

Early to bed, for we must be stirring before dawn. Donald 
climbed a crazy ladder to sleep on the flat roof of his house 
in the open air. My bed was also spread under the stars, in 
front of the verandah. For some time | lay awake, half 
covered with a sheet, gazing up at the illimitable host of stars, 
a glory beyond anything we know at home. Venus, com- 
panion of all our voyage from Europe, hung low, enormous 
and piercing bright; Orion's grandeur was almost dimmed by 
erred as i dio i the Pier em 
dur seven several € LM A g Td den Am England, 
lights. This vast ERE ld m eee us of = 
Beta belie ache Coe vas overshot agli 
s Ad , «nt meteors, trailing white fire across an 
arc of heaven and vanishin . Not a leat sti : l 
cried; the very silence ei Th eat stirred, not a jacka 
tremendous majesty as | iles CPP stars reign 

p: Barciay Baron. 
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Oh, my Conscience! 


T IS A BAD THING to get over-anxious about oneself. It 
‘ is casy to test the truth of this statement. Direct your whole 
attention to some real or imaginary symptom of ill-health and 
t it will soon assume alarming proportions. Study with care a 
: medical dictionary and you will wonder whether there is any 
disease from which you do not suffer. In time your outlook on 
life will become jaundiced. You will look as ill as you feel 
and friends will commiserate with you. Before the National 
Henith Service began, the doctor might rejoice since he gained 
| from your imaginary ailments. Now, alas, he’ is most 
insympathetic. What then? Ought we to ignore disquieting 
] ymo:oms? Surely not! We ought to seek advice and act 
ipon it, The one thing wc ought to avoid is the temptation 
o brood upon our ailments. 

As with the bodv, so with the soul. 

All people have a conscience. What it is; what stuff "tis 
made of, we have vet to learn. There are some who are quite 
clear that it is the voice of God. — That theory is an over- 
simplification. It raises many problems and throws light on 
very few. | At any rate we know that conscience creates for us 
problems of behaviour. It disquiets us when we are falling 
below standards which we have accepted as valid. It can be 
ignored. It is sensitive to such slights and in time retires from 
active participation in our lives. This results in men becoming 
unlovely, dangerous and in time sub-human. It can be heeded 
| and acted upon without fuss. The action may be to decide 
| that it is right or wrong, or that it is merely a symptom of 

indigestion or overtiredness. This treatment does not offend 
the conscience. It can, however, be fussed and cossetted and 
its company constantly sought. People who do this becomc 
very irritable and moody. They tend to suffer because they 
are almost as fearful of losing their conscience as they are of 
acting upon it. They develop an enlarged conscience which 
loses the power to do its normal job and goes questing in other 
people’s lives. 


ve 
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Does my conscicnce, So (o 


is aflect me? 

H oes all this aflect inm 
penan over? Am I acutely cun S Pop 
jo Mic Do J find myself giving Sa wW cig à cd 
shor H A pt a 
En ] hear of another? Am I un ie E g 
another’s work or conduct without saying à Mi na pe 
that” aking it clear that my conscience stitt tunctions 
that" and so making about it? Here is an old 
on his behalf? If so, what can [ do abo ; 


wescription. N.B The patient must dilute the treatment 
] t . D. 


with laughter at himself : = 
Self-examination: Have you seen OF wae E 
which called out your appreciation without a ut s D c 
i i p do nthout teeling tha 

Have you mixed with fellow workers wit cling that 


there was a hidden tension somewhere? Have you telt at any 
time today "What a grand thing it is to be alive ES What a 
lot of goodness there is in the world . Have you lis à “srough 
the day without feeling misunderstood or insuficiently 
appreciated? If the answer is ‘no’, take yourself into @ corner 
and have a good look at yourself. Then, addressi:.2 yourself 
by name, say “What a silly mutt you are!” The whole pro- 
cess should take only a few minutes. Afterwards, i£. you are 
a Christian, it would be a good thing to say your prayers. 


Is this article a joke? Search me... or perhaps yourself. 
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Regular and Irregular 


loc H Members belong either to a “Regular Branch” or à 
“General Branch”, The latter are krown as “Area Members” 
(as distinct from “Branch 
“Central Members", 
General. Members and 
ull be welcomed, 


IF ERU S RW PR the member who did not fit 
- . ry Branch membership has been looked on as 
dem i Toc H. It has been said by some that he is a 
ature, and by others that Toc H itself has failed in regard to 


him, Let S € i go P I ership two O 
us consider three ds , i 
: aspects of I nemb i 

which concern our problem. 
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Members”), though there are also some 
Here a London Member gives his views on 
somc news of an experiment. Other views 


1. “Lhe Branch Member. "Phe new man comes in. He serves 
for a short time on probation during which he is taught (ar should 
learn) about Toc H, its foundation, its ideals and its ramifications. 
If he enters right in, he will lovally attend a weekly meeting, pro 
bably become a Branch Ollicer for a time and get to know the Famil 
in a wide aspect. 


2. The Member who hecomes a District or Arca Officer or who 
takes on a job of leadership which occupies a great deal of his spare 
time. At this stage he is apt to he regarded as a bit difficult if he 
cannot attend his Branch regularly. He is as keen as ever and seeks 
some other form of membership. 

3. ‘The man who, when he joins Toc H, is already fully occupied 
hut it xeen to share its fellowship and ideals. Tn this class too there 
is che member whose daily job entails unusual hours or who has to 
ravel about the country. 


A Meeting-Night—or a Life? 


ave too many limitations, all unconsciously, been put on 
merabership? We have grown to know and accept Toc H 
as a way of life. We number many, but not all. sorts and 
conditions of men among our membership. The man who 
does not conform may be able to make a useful contribution, 
but often this cannot be within the limitations accepted by 
many members. 


IE we are honest, we must admit that the man who could 
not conform to the requirements of a local unit, as either he or 
they envisaged those requirements, has not been encouraged in 
the past. Unfortunately he too often became an unwanted 
member in the eyes of the Branch and so was ‘dumped’, the 
Branch Executive regarding General Membership as the right 
but less worthy place for him. Hence a stigma was put on all 
such members, including those in the second and third head- 
ings above. j 


Surely, in point of fact, a General, Member has the harder 
task as a loyal supporter of our ideals, for he lacks the benefit 
of the fellowship and encouragement of a regular Branch life. 
If he has had this experience, his witness to Toc H can be 
invaluable. We should not try to confine him to an expression 
of his membership through weekly meetings, if the time comes 
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fulfil his aestus in E^ ye bil 
; a and no less useful ways, 

i ‘mi do so in other . 

is determined to 


à z as well as live Branches 
‘Voc H needs an understanding P: i Y M nue m "xd 
j 1 et us a : . 
c among jt. Lc [ 
and he can be one force among x c. Am 
f view and rejoice if he is at work in a wider unus MG 
[0] ic € ‘| : E 
vet he must find some means of keeping 1n touch with the 


Family. 


when he feels unable to 


A London Experiment 

a Members in London decided that 
they would try an experiment. Believing that there wae 
nothing to lose, but perhaps much to gain, they pledge: them- 
selves to hold a meeting monthly for a year, whatever da 
support given by fellow-members. Notices were ssent out and 

"an parte 

meetings held at 42 Trinity Square, then at Matic VII, and 
finally at 47 Francis Street. 


Two years ago some Are 


The response was very pleasing. It is true that at one meet- 
ing only the Jobmaster and Secretary turned up, but the usual 
attendance varies from fifteen to twenty. In all, fifty different 
General Members have been present from the London Areas. 
The monthly meetings begin at 7.30 p.m. prompt and finish 
at 9 p.m., as the members live so widely apart. 


Generally speaking, two types of men attend: (a) Students 
and men newly-married, including some recently returned 
trom the Forces, and (b) Men senior in Toc H whose job pre- 
cludes them from normal Branch membership. They hear 
speakers on Toc H and other subjects, they talk on ‘My Job’, 
they discuss. Most of them are already doing voluntary 
service and some have undertaken further jobs. “They enjoy 
the fellowship of the meetings and agree that they are worth- 
while and meet a need, They applied and last July were 


granted -l agn ion 1 th O (6) , 
- K as c Ib nd n € 4 i 
g "n H entral Branch holdir g 


Ps circumstances may be different 

cutar to i 

n = eae Dx us hope that, with encouragement 
i : reas elsewhere, other General Members will 

make experiments. Meis s 


" JJ.W. 


but the problem is not 


|| 
II-West Midlands Area | | 


HIS IS AN AREA which believes in going to extremes! 

In matters of population we can take you through a vast 
jumble of great towns which form an unbroken chain from 
the north side of Wolverhampton down to Birmingham in the 
south. That area alone—the Black Country—must contain 
about three million people. Then by way of compensation 
there are the counties that surround... parts of Shropshire, 
the Cannock Chase, Shakespeare's Warwickshire, Worcester- 
shire and Herefordshire. We even just peep over the Welsh 
Border into a little corner of Radnorshire. 


Areas Surveyed Ji 
A 


We can take you to a part of the Black Country where a 
population of a hundred thousand and more cannot boast 
a single Branch of Toc H. We can then take you about ten 
miles further on to a village where there are two Branches. 


The rebuilding since the war has been steady; we can now 
say that no longer is it a matter of digging in, but of taking 
the offensive. Perhaps the country units have been quickest 
in this respect, and this is understandable. In a village a 
man's every action is noted; in the city he feels that if he 
dropped down dead the citizens would only step over him. 
All the more praise therefore to Birmingham Toc H with its 
twenty units to prove that though the snags of a big city are 
great, but they are by no means overwhelming. 

What an illusory thing distance is! Probably no other of 
our Districts can show as grand a proportion of happy travellers 
as our most scattered District—the Marches. Compare with 
this the weary pilgrimage that it seems to be when travelling 
four miles from one side of Birmingham to the other on a very 
frequent bus-service! 

Like most Areas no doubt, we have Branches whose chief 
worry is the lack of youngsters. But we could take you to one 
Branch whose worry is that they have got too many already, 
and to another whose complaint is that old men are not what 
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they used to be; they don’t stick. The Branch with the surplus 
of youngsters has sometimes been asked the secret of its success. 
They say there isn't any secret. They have a week-end boys' 
camp once a year and always some of the boys ask to see a 
Branch meeting. The boys come along, no special fuss is 
made; they arc free to stay if they wish. If they become pro- 
bationers thev have instruction from the Pilot, and of course 
come in on jobs. They are treated like anyone else in the 
Branch and like it that way. 

Doubtless other Areas will be staking a claim for having the 
pretties: village in Britain, so we don’t see why we shouldn't 
register our own claim on behalf of Broadway in the Cots- 

J The village moreover has a very strong Branch, with 

mplete team of bellringers. We are therefore ready to 
relic re that the Branch has considerable ‘pull’ locally. a 

Cose and enjoy the full rich flavour of Toc H in the indus- 

i ck Country and then perhaps for contrast meet 
lam,to2 Lucy Branch in the Rectory stables, near to where 
Willam Shakespeare was once caught poaching deer. J.C. 
KEY FO TOC H BRANCHES SHOWN ON MAP OPPOSITE. 

1. Norru Birmincuam Disirricr: Aston Manor, Perry Bar, 
Sandwell, Sutton Coldfield, Yenton, West Bromwich. 

.2. WE. Birmincuam DisrRicr: Mark VI, Moseley, Small 
Heath, Solihull, Washwood Heath, Yardlev, Lea Hall. 

3. S.W. BigMiNGHAM. Disrüicr: Edgbaston, Harborne, Red- 
ditch, Quinton, St. Mary's (B.M.H.), Birmingham Council. 

4- Warwicksimer Disraicr : Coventry, Kenilworth, Rugby. 

5. Souru WanwicksnigE Disraicr : Hampton Lacy, Ladbroke . 
and Sontham, Leamington Spa, Stratford-on-Avon. 

6. Norru Corswonps Disrricr: Broadway, Evesham. 

7. Sourn WonzcksrERsutRE Disrricr: Droitwich, Ledbury, 
Malvern Link, Worcester, Bromsgrove. 

8. Norru WoncksTERsIiRE District: Dudley, Kidderminster, 
Lve, Netherton, Stourbridge, Wall Heath, Old Hill. 

WurrauN Disrüicr: Bridgnorth, Codsall I, Codsall II, 
Hurst Hill, ‘Tettenhall, Wolverhampton, Low Hill. 

to. Sourn  SrArronpsuigE Disrricr: Bilston, Bloxwich, 
Walsall, Wednesfield, Willenhall. 

tt. Cannock Cuask Disriicr : Hednesford, Rugeley, Stafford. 

12. Marcnes Distrrice: Hereford, Leominster, Presteigne, 
Tenbury Wells. 
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Indian Prospect—II. 


2 =p’s Impressions gan 
his second instalment of ALEC CHURCHER S ? tb : ji sg à 
Ü i , 2 J 7 1 ZU 
17 o cent visit to Toc H in India, j^ s pP Í é lon he 
ng his rece 1 xy Peaches UT 
d AoAo arrives and gets Calcutta and reacne us. 
(oc Ys 


Hy OMBAY, when 1 finally reached it, b UN fec | 
B of a rich but sluttish woman caught as evelte and in 
after the night before. Eve: ywhere 
trees and walls, blown down by the cyclone, TC - acros 
the pavements; many of the roads were complete!y blocked 
and there was no electricity and no telephone service. I had, | 
however, little time to inspect the damage as I had to start off 
; again almost at once for Calcutta if I was to fui^! my pro 
gramme there. My train was due to leave at g p.m. and at 
, about 8.45, accompanied by my Bombay hosis. I was 
again threading my way along the crowded station piatform. 
The station-master told us that the train would leave punctually 
at nine, and J was still new enough to India to believe him. 
It actually arrived at the platform at 11.30 p.m. and left an 
hour later. Theory and practice bear little relation to one 
another jn the East, and this applies to politics and to religion 
as well as to railway timetables. 


lo know 


her déshabillé the morning 


Arrival at Calcutta 


. After two nights and two days in the train, I arrived, many 
hours late, in Calcutta. Frank Cardew, chairman of the 
foc H All-India Committee, was Waiting to meet me and 
before long I was enjoying bath and bed, both much needed, 

7 in the charming home of ‘Tosher’ Elliot, whom I had last 

[ met in England in 1932 and who was to be my host. 


ot Heo Branch held its Birthday Festival a day or 
te a A A service in the chapel of Bishop’s College was 
wed by a Guest-night at Mark L India. Apart from one 


or two Indian theological studen i 

à! stucents from Bishop’ j 

ae to be an all-British affair. i ya eM nae MET d E 
ith memories of past glories, Bum 


58 was in a mood of self-deprecia- 


A general view of Howaah Station, Calcutta 


tion and of defeatism. Since the war it has been a hard 
struggle to keep going. The lower half of the Mark was let 
some years ago and there is no prospect of getting this back; 
only the self-contained top floor remains as a sort of chum- 
mery which can house four or five men at the most. One or 
two jobs were being kept going and I paid a visit onc evening 
to the ‘Night-School’ run by the Branch in a poor Moham- 
medan quarter of Calcutta. Here twenty or thirty small 
Muslim boys attend for over two hours on five evenings a week 
to learn English from two Indian teachers employed by Toc H. 
A member of the Branch is present each night to check 
up on the teachers—a very necessary precaution. This indirect 
form of service is inevitable because of the language difficulty 
but makes any real human relationship between servers and 
served almost, though not quite, impossible. 


A Leper Hospital 


One or two Branch members also regularly visit the Leper 
Hospital at Gobra, six miles out of Calcutta, and I went with 
them. The place is not a hospital at all in the usual sense of 
the word, but a collection of squalid and insanitary huts built 
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ll lake and surrounded by a high 
together in these huts, 


vin one corner. Fun. 
is ‘Tw treat it 4 : 
iving daily treatment « CANO es 


doctor and the place is run by some magnificent Belgian nim 
Supplies of drugs, etc., arc quite inadequate : P M 
work is clearly crippled through QUE CM a J : 
The Indian Government has recently taken over the 
but has, L think, too many other worries to be able to 
et to the leprosy problem. ] talked to 
and some of the sights I saw 


will long linger in my memory. I shall. try and kei 4 E pic- 
ture of this, and of other leper colonies in India anc Pakistan 
which | visited later, vividly in my mind when | attend 


BELRA meetings. 


four sides of a sm: i 
The lepers live 
a dispensar 


round all 
prison-like wall. 


y money. 
hospital | 
give much attention y 
many English-speaking lepers 


Changing Conditions 


Whatever may be the future of Toc H in Calcutta (and 
since | began this article news has come that the Branch has 
decided to hand back its Lamp) it has for more than twenty 
vears meant a very great deal in the lives of many young 
Britishers far from home, and the story of its achievements is 
one of which the whole movement may well be proud. Rela- 
tions between Indians and British have perhaps been less 
affected in Calcutta by the coming of Independence than any- 
where else in India. 1 met one Englishman, not a member of 

i Toc H, who told me, not with either pride or regret, but as 
an illustration of the social insulation of the British comm unity, 

that in his twenty-five years as a resident of Calcutta no Indian 
had ever crossed his threshold as a guest. Toc H has— think, 
urbem content with a limited but valuable objective and 
NEL ae MP within that insulated com- 
means of keeping in am RES ed oe or 
DE o eh g t wit the "eternal realities" and 

ping them to find in service a better ; d = ee 

way of spending part of thei, js cr and more satisfying 
rather purposeless social route. Bird: Pio eternai 
id : - Put times have changed, even 


ie alcurmi- ang are - : _ Dut 
utta, and arc changing still. ‘Insulation’ is less possible 


and scarcel an g ] 1 s 
«| Í 1 X 1 ¢ 
V y lon yer just fi ible as expedient, ind the P 


of adapting itself and its fine traditions to new conditions and 
new necds has for the moment proved, it would seem, too 
dificult and too painful for the Branch. That it will be reborn 
in duc time l have little doubt, for already there is talk of a 
new group. 


Calcutta is the headquarters of the present Toc H All-India 
Committee and a gcod deal of my time on this first visit was 
taken up with talks with those of its members who live in 
Calcutta about the future of Toc H in the new India... My 
itinerary and the general plan of campaign for my visit were 
also discussed. Clearly it was of first importance that I should 
ce something of the new developments in South India where, 
luciog the last few vears Toc H had begun to spread among 
nion Christians and where there were now nearly a dozen 

the majority of them largely Indian in membership and 
uter, Distances are so great (it is more than 1.000 miles 
rom Calcutta to Madras, the most northerly unit in South 
idis; chat no one in Calcutta had been able to make any 
real contact with them. The units in Pakistan also presented 
a spccial problem for, since partition and the formation of the 
separate new Dominion of Pakistan, it now seemed inevitable 
that for administrative purposes they should cease to be part 
of T'oc H India and should have a separate set-up of their own. 
At any rate the men on the spot must be consulted about this 
and it was arranged that 1 should pay them a visit before the 
next hot weather. My immediate objectives, however, were to 
be Madras and the South Indian units. 


i 
H 
i 


Meeting old Friends 


Before leaving Calcutta there were other calls to be paid. 
One was to Cyril Pearson, once All-India Padre of Toc H and 
later our Chief Overseas Commissioner, now vicar of a large 
mainly Anglo-Indian parish. Another was to Father 
Douglass of the Oxford Mission to Calcutta, a friend of Toc H 
India from its earliest days, whose death a few months ago at 
the age of eighty-three was reported in the September, 1949 
JousNAL. For fifty years Father Douglass had lived and 
worked and prayed and slept in a sort of open cage, ten foot 
square, in the compound of the orphanage and school for 


61 


Culcutta—Public Gardens with the Octerlony Montumies.: 


homeless bovs which he had founded at Behala anc to which 
the whole of his life had been utterly devoted. I shall never 
forget his gentleness and wisdom as we talked together, and 
the feeling of strength and serenity with which I returned to 
my own job. His death will leave a gap in the lives of hun- 
dreds of folk in Calcutta, both Indian and British, who had 
come to rely on his tranquil guidance and inspiration. The 
world needs to revise its estimates of greatness. 

I was also able to spend a morning at the Marine Club (for 
merchant seamen) with which the Calcutta Branch was form- 
ing a link with a view to organising homely hospitality for 
British apprentices whose ships visited the port. 


Caleutta Background 


During the course of these goings to and fro the background 
of the vast city began to make some kind of pattern in my 
mind. The maidan, once a tiger-infested jungle, cleared by 
Lord Clive and made into a flat open park, gives Calcutta an 
i ot spaciousness which Bombay lacks, and 1 enjoyed stroll- 
NI m dm Chowringee Road, along which pilgrims 

: ay to the Kalighat Temple long before the 


British came ele 
Y came, towards the great Hooghly River. On holiday 
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afternoons (and it is surprising how many holidays there are 
in India) the maidan is alive with people, families squatting 
passively in such shade as they can find, children sprawling 
on the grass, boys playing cricket or hockey. I was faintly 
homesick for Hampstead Heath on a Bank Holiday. But 
east and north and south of the Chowringee Road innumer- 
able narrow evil-smelling streets thread their tortuous ways 
through teeming bazaars and beside peeling tenements, while’ 
the tides of poverty as ever lap around the fine buildings of 
the business area and of the University. (There are more 
students at Calcutta University than at all our universities at 
nome put together.) Once, after a visit to the Scottish Church 
olicse, E got badly lost and caused something of a sensation 
boarding a crazy-looking omnibus which appeared to be 
in the right direction. In Calcutta this is simply not 
‘one Ly the British. Trams, if absolutely necessary, yes; but 
us ‘efinitely no. In Bombay it was the other way round. 
ite «an be difficult for the new boy. 

Bengal is the traditional home of terrorism and I had always 
the feeling of something evil being about to-happen in Cal- 
cutta. There is a kind of unhealthy tenseness in the atmos- 
phere, and while in Bombay it had been the hopeless passivity 
of people that had impressed me, here there seemed to be a 
latent and primitive ferocity. A trivial quarrel soon grows 
into a riot of knifings and Hindu-Muslim hatreds flare up 
with little to provoke them. I was even more conscious of 
this during a later visit in the hot weather, when the heavy 
sultry air seemed to emphasise and perhaps exaggerate this 
unnatural tenseness. “Che forces of communism and anarchy 
do not seem very far below the surface. 


Met in Madras 


Madras, when 1 reached it after another two nights and one 
day in the train, scemed very different. It has nothing of the 
hard indifferent air of a great metropolis but lies languidly 
and happily in the sunshine, seemingly content with itself and 
faintly amused at every effort to turn it into a modern city. 
My train arrived ten minutes early, thus restoring my faith in 
the Indian equivalent of Mr. Bradshaw. Rajaiah Paul and Bob 


a i @ “SS 
here to meet me with their cars and | was 
all my baggage to Bob's bungalow in 
athedral, o£ which he is now chaplain, 
ago as a colleague on the staff of 
Toc H London and the sight of his well-known face, in what 
seemed another world altogether, made me fully aware for the 
frst time that I was in fact Alec Churcher from London and 
dispelled that illusion of being an actor in a dream which had 
made almost everything that had happened since ! stepped 


Watson were both t 
soon transported with 
the compound of the C 
| had known Bob years 


ashore in Bombay seem quite unreal. “R.D.", as 1 was soon 
to know him, gave me a warm and sincere welcome, cod from 
that moment began a most happy association in the sorvice of 
Toc H. 


The Oldest Branch 


The Madras Branch is the oldest unit of Toc H n india, 
being the first of the three units formed in the wake ot (uoby’s 
first visit in 1925 on his way home from Australia. At one 
time it had as many as sixty-seven members and until 1939 it 
never fell below fifty. In 1934 
it gave birth to two other 
groups in different parts ot 
Madras. Apart from one or 
two Indian members it was, 
until towards the end of the 
last war, almost entirely British 
in character and leadership. 
One of the first Indian mem- 
bers was John Joshua, who 
had secn a good deal of Toc H 
in. England, and especially in 
AER the North-Western Area, 

n 1 F 
student. On A to s js N here B 
a Professor of Zoology at ds CONES he FEM 
l'ambaram, he devoted most E his MAT CERS E 
of his leisure to bringing other 


Indi isti i 
an Christians into the movement. One of his most 


promisino TCCT uit d i P; ¢ the 
5 S Was R. D. & ames DM 
64 l a il, th na Colle "tor i n h 


southern part of the province. 1 had known John Joshua in 
1932 at home and it was gcod to mect him again at the Gucst- 
night at which I was welcomed by Madras Branch. As 
Regional Pilot he still spends most of his vacations visiting the 
units in south India and sowing the sceds of new ones. At 
the end of the war and with the coming of Independence the 
Branch had a difficult time but it is now on its feet again under 
the chairmanship of Bill Story, Manager of Grindlays Bank in 
Madras, and with a membership now predominantly Indian. 


RD, Mrs. Paul and Alec, with members of Madras Branch 


The World Chain of Light was held in St. Mary's Church, 
Fort St. George, probably the oldest Protestant church cast of 
Suez and the church in which Clive married. The tattered 
colours of the British Regiments which have served in Madras 
still hang proudly but forlornly in the nave and the brass 
memorial tablets on the walls vividly recall the not altogether 
ignoble story of the British “occupation”. As ‘R.D.’ took 
‘Light’ I could not help feeling that most of those whose names 
were commemorated all around us would have been happy 
and perhaps proud that an Indian should now stand among 


them as a full brother to kindle that symbolic flame. 
ACLS: 
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ciL will hold its Annual Meeting in 
London on April 22 and 23. ORe s s NU 
that notices of motion and nominations oF ca i r the 
Cal Executive for 1950-51 reach the General Secretary by 
ary 28. X ^ 
B ous Jacos, Chairman of the Central =xecutive, 
has been appointed a Justice of the Peace. — 2! 
X To Padre Jonn Bricutman, West Yorkshire Are Padre 
for the past three years, our thanks and best wishes on his 
appointment to be the Minister of Hexham Congregational 
Church, Northumberland. 
“2 To Norman Harcreaves, London Areas Staff, anc GwENDo- 
LINE Bowman, our congratulations on their wedding on 
January 7. 
% Hanorp Gascoigne and his wife have visited Toc H in 
Perth, Melbourne, Adelaide and Sydney, and are now in Bris- 


bane, where he has started on his work as Queensland Area 
Secretary. 


4 The CENTRAL. CoUN 


» R. D. PauL and his wife are returning this month to 
Madras, India, after a strenuous visit to England. 


** In Kampara, Ucanpa, the Toc H Branch is being restarted 
by an Irishman, four Africans and five Englishmen. Their 


hope is that Barkis’s recent visit will have given them the 
Impetus they need. 


"* An appeal is made for readable magazines and books for 


cum eee acbiya in the Middle East. They should be 

posted to: The Commissioner, To. ITH H 

HrApouanTERS, M.E.L.F.. I5. MESH M Fo 
% Branco Mempers’ Rotts 

à Ls shoul ) have rez 

EE S on ould by now have reached Area 


in the U.K, Correspondents from all Branches 


% The Annu. FORT Of Tan 
N d T used of Toc H and the Accounts for the 


r " n ^ : É 
number of the Dd ee Pe published in the double 
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%2 When the House of Commons Book of Remembrance, 
1939-45, was unveiled, The Times reported: “The Speaker 
recited the words of Laurence Binyon for the fallen, begin- 
ning : "They shall grow not old'; and the last words, "We will 
remember them’, were spontaneously repeated, as a response, 
by the whole gathering.” 


The Elder Brethren 


Burrows.—On November 16, Frank Burrows, aged 56, a 
sounder member of Crewe Branch. Elected 8.10.'32. 

CourEr.—On October 19, Wittiam Norman Cooper, aged 
:). » member of Mold Branch. Elected 14.4.39. 

CousENS.—On December 12, ALFRED JaMEs Cousens, aged 
33, © member of Hoddesdon Branch. Elected 20.3.’47. 

Cousis.—On November 30, Mowracuk C. Cousins 
( Mowry’), aged 41, a member of Louth Branch. Elected 
3.07 27. 

DE Joxc.—On December 17, Franx WiLLiaM DE Jone, aged 
31, a probationer of St. Peter Port (Guernsey) Branch. 

Garpner.—On December 11, James FREDERICK GARDNER 
(UwcLE), aged 79, a member of Seven King’s Branch. 
Elected 30.8.'44. 

HorpswonrH.—On December 4, Guy HorpswomrH, aged 
30, a member of Brandon Branch. Elected 11.7.’46. 

Hoorer.—On December 30, Jonn Gorpon Hooper, aged 
24, a member of Eastleigh Branch. Elected 22.10.47. 

Horwoop.—On December 25, Wittiam Henry Horwoon, 
a member of Luton Branch. Elected 9.6.25. 

JoxEs.—On October 22, WiLLiAM Jones (‘Bitty’), aged 6r, 
a member of Northampton Branch. Elected 15.12.48. 

Mavs.—On November 24, Hersert Henry Mays, of the 
Star and Garter Home, and a member of Richmond Branch. 
Elected December 1948. 

Ramspen.—On November 17, Rosert RaMsDEN, aged 62, a 
member of Kendal Branch. Elected 3.12.28. 

WnzrLER.—On November 29, Derek George WHEELER, 
aged 30, a member of Farnborough Branch. Elected 28.7.'40. i; 
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Poperinghe Pilgrimages — 
te currency difficulties, seven pilgrimages 
jld House, and it is hoped that more will 
Parties should not normally exceed 
necessary and should be 


Last year, despi 
were made to the O 
be made this year. 
twenty-five persons. 
applied. for well n ae 

«ch: - travel 2 1 i | 
Nas can f estimated at D WE ing p 
board. lodging and motor tours WW i A D en 
fe 10s. should be sent with application, 105. wi xc "c a 
meals on board, and Belgian Francs should be obte:nc carly 


Passports are ^ 
advance through a bank, employment 
€ « 


at an English Bank with the balance, to cover c i m 
Belgium which will be a minimum of /4 10s. Lclgian 
currency. 


We are hoping to arrange pilgrimages from. FL. t. Tor the 
Easter and August Bank Holiday week-ends. Phe i oliowing 
week-ends have heen booked : 

May 19/22. Lincolnshire Area. 
May 26/29. (Whitsun) O.T.V. Area. 

Enquiries are being made concerning the possibility of 
travelling by air; this would enable parties to leave on Satur- 
day mornings (rather than Fridays) and return carly on 
Monday mornings. To charter à plane (27-seater) from 
London (Southend-on-Sea) to Ostend return, leaving Satur- 
day and returning Monday would probably cost just under 
£4 tos. per head, provided it carried its full complement of 
passengers. Leaving Saturday and returning Sunday would 
cost about £3 10s. per person. Early booking of planes is essen- 


tial. The flight from London to Ostend takes about 1 hour 
15 minutes. 


It has been Suggested that when Are 
they should include a numbe 


within the Area. 


All applicati ; a 
Eur and enquiries from Areas and individual 
E. ou be addressed to the Pilgrimage Secretary. 
47 Francis Street, London, S.W.1 E 6 : 
48 ` 


a parties are made up 
r of boys from affiliated schools 


Notes on Accounts for the Year Ended 
October 31, 1949 (subject to Audit) 


i. Expenpirure which totals £52,664 is f9.106 less than 
in the previous year. 

The charge in respect of depreciation of Freehold Properties 
has been dropped from the Account and in its place a Reserve 
has been created on the Balance Sheet which will be published 
in the Annual Report. 

X Apart from this item the main economies have been 
brought about by the reductions in Staff. 


i xcoME has dropped by £5,159 but note the following :— 


1948 1949 
. A » 
aome from Members, Branches and 
‘cmber Builders 22,730 21,425 
Builders and Donors 12,438 14,676 
B.B.C. Appeal (1948) 4,311 — 


Other Income 11,857 10,076 


£51,336 — [46177 


3. The Deficit is £6,487 which is £3.947 less than in the 
previous year. 

We have good grounds for anticipating an increase in the 
income for the current year as more and more Branches set 
down to the business of ‘raising the wind’. For example, 
one Branch in the Midlands put on a well-organised 
Christmas Fair which raised /160, put the Branch right on 
its toes and brought in many new friends to help; an Area 
Executive has challenged the Branches and Members in the 
Area to raise £2,000 more than last year and as a kick-off 
the members of the Executive have themselves contributed 
over £40. Branches all over the country are now fully 
alive to the needs of Toc H and are quietly determined to 
pull their full weight. The Accounts of the last few vears 
show how Members and Branches have rallied to the cause; 
many things have been achieved, the best is yet to us T ABS 
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TOC H 


Income and Expenditure Account for 
neo 


(Subject to Audit) 


= = = 
4 OW pm 
c— M SO 
Year ended EXPENDITURE / L 
um F 
To Salaries and Wages : 6.707 
8,131 Chaplains SERT 
TEES Lay Staff 7.06 
8.647 Office Staff e rs 30.867 
35,907 : EREN 2,500 
2 aS .. Staff Pensions Premium and Reserve 
o Travelling Expenses : 
1,621 Chaplains 
3,169 Lay Staff — — EM 
! T,340 
1.381 Rents, Rates and Insurance... ve e 4 
S ri :ohn » Ed : 396 
334 ,, Heating and Lighting TE » 
1,974 ,, Postages and Telephones " T e. di 
1,360 — ,, Printing and Stationery x et e E 
991  ,. Publications E 
452 ,. Publicity 1 56 
fig6 — ,, Publicity (Builders’ Journals) ; E M - 734 
77/8 » Office and General Expenses < dU » » 793 
1.383  ,. Repairs, Renewals and Equipment — .. = : 797 
518. ,, Lamps of Maintenance £ T 2 a 415 
60  ,. Interest on Loans +), A: e A n 60 
55 ., Legal Expenses Ser A X6 oe e "3 
371 > Grants to Talbot House, Poperinghe — ... y T 350 
38. ,, Depreciation of H.Q. Furniture and Equipment .. ET A 
T.000  ., Allocation of Income to Toc H (Women's Section) Net... 1.543 
2.000 ,, Provision towards rebuilding North Aisle, All Hallows ... 2.000 
3182. Amount written off Freehold and Leasehold Properties... a 
1,597 . .. Expenditure in account of Toc H Overseas 2. C 258 
61.667 Total Ordinary Expenditure " 52,183 
103 ,. Hostels Excess of Expenditure over Income 481 
£61,770 me 


———— 
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INCORPORATED 
the Year Ended October 31st, 1949 


Year ended 


31/10/48 INCOME 
5.510 By Membership Subscriptions I 289 
14,018 Unit Contributions 17.135 
153 . Rushlight and Lamp Fees 26 
152 . Donauons for Lamps of Maintenance ... : : 243 
Toc H Builders’ Subscriptions : 
7 Member Builders EXE 
Others including £138 "RT iod Toc II (Women's s 
7.4 Section) 7.770 
5,012  , Donations (including An Hallows £666) xc -. 6,906 
m Donations B.B.C. Appeal m xc E a — 
2,023 Sale of Publications — ... ier i oe ree lad 
62 ,. Sundry Receipts e X qu xc = 40 
3,633 Interest on Investments yc <r E "22:026 
2,090  ,, Rents Receivable, etc. oF 4 ^ .. — 1,986 
62  ,. Festivals Surplus t in m m ey 34 
$09 , Interest on War Damage Claim 253 a. Es — 
, Chaplaincy Funds: 

433 Donations P n xe ze ET 614 
93 Chaplains Fees - ... 2; yr 26 
2.542 Interest on Investments m - BD she 2,040 
= Rents Reccivable — ... £3 y X. * 83 
51,336 Total Ordinary Income sas ase T SOSA T0377) 
10,434... Balance being Excess of Expenditure over Income 7709867387 
£61,770 £52,664 
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TOC H HEADQUARTERS 


ative Figures for the Years 
Compara ne 1 
— EM > 
ee 1948 
——— 
bers 
No. ine oue Builders Other 
M Bichs TOTAL peaches Subs. É 
AREA: Oct. ^47 i ii 
fe L 295 Ig 
"E 787 472 286 E 
25 2 
Beds and Herts a5 1,014 D 2 $ 
East Anglia 3 65 B. at am 
Ireland 39 r m I P E. y 
Keg ; n 4 ae ri 9 
Lakeland 29 9t4 723 a E 
Lincolnshire d 755 432 a 
: M ; 8 2 )3 
Eastern London T Ae 373 4l 23 E 
Northern B : Mo 14427 912 307 3 
Southern. London f 
Smi ER London j : 1.196 628 3 M 
Western London 2 188r 1.024 44 41 y 
Manchester De qd : ‘897 1.138 27 48r 
East. Midlands ; a M 1,029 E. 27n 
West. Midlands : 4 
West Midlands (Special) 2 as 889 167 26 
Northern... : S 787 415 187 1851 
North. Western 7 "ER s zt 142 
Nous and Derby . . 2 bap Gn 250 248 
Oxford and Thames Valley 4 REN gto 290 30 
Scotland : 39 :33 A p 
‘ 607 1,318 247 
Soutl 32 I, 2 2 
PUMP wai 62 1,612 1,276 315 : 
Surrey and Sussex... 39 1,253 792 43 
Marches "t 9 139 1 ae p j 
Wales North 30 513 39 E E 
Wales South 37 902 714 4 
Wales for Overseas 1 
Western 43 2.132 837 496 7098 
Ea ork shire 12 68 oR 11 229 
East. Yorkshire 2 5 3 3 E 
West. Yorkshire ^ 44 1.473 553 236 5 
South Yorkshire : 8 490 218 22 250 
30.902 19.034 6.754 5,204. 
Headquarters TS : 20,344 1,099 Em 15.976 


B20 £51,336 — f2n.133 Á10.023 [21.180 


——— —— ——— — en ua 


“Members and Branches" 
"Other. Income” 
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includes Members’ 


includes Endowment Income where marked*, 


Subscriptions, Branch Contributions. 


[T 


AND AREAS INCOME. 


Ended October 31st, 1948 and 1949 
eee M ———————————— 


29:19 
No. Members No. 
chs TOTAL & Bders Other B'chs ARFAS 
Oct... 48 Branches Subs. Income Dee. '4g 
Á £ £ / 

235 #87 528 359 33 . Beds and Herts 

28 1.174 803 299 2 40 — East Anglia 

7 101 87 2I I 7  Weland 

40 295 863 328 4o — Kent 

13 Y 266 625 15 Lakeland 

32 75 Ags 178 40 Lincolnshire 

zI 7 446 155 30 East London 

10 ; 397 225 21 Northern Londan 
23 95 521 224 26 Southern London 
23 63 400 65 2r South-Eastern London 
26 I 2 382 28 Western London 
46 1 7 496 50 Manchester 

d ‘ gk2 255 49 East Midlands 

57 y82 1.125 293 58 West Midlands 

1.300 1.200 West Midlands (Special) 

34 yn Ane 171 65 36 Northern 

27 532 329 178 25 23 . North Western 

30 620 392 22: 5 31 Notts and Derby 
20 734 320 329 79 ra Oxford and Thames Valley 
doo mud 839 267 3 44 Scotland 

AI 1,200 919 266 15 48 ^ Southern 

67 1,646 1.371 266 9 68 South Western 

34 15230 Art 562 57 39 Surrey and Sussex 
15 188 149 33 f 16 Marches 

ED 311 337 94 2 Wales North 

35 644 454 93 97 40 Wales South 

201 252 39 Wales for Overseas 
I5: 31 66 56* 4 Western 

iE he zr is te rd East Yorkshire 

43 r 461 541 268 652* 47 West Yorkshire 

To 521 T49 118 254% 13 — South Yorkshire 


28.841 17,986 7.254 3.601 
17.336 707 3249 13.3Ho* Headquarters 


goo £46,177 f18.693 £10,503 £16,981 971 


— = — —— == == 


Collecting Box Income, Rushlight and Lamp Fees and Donations for Lamps. 
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f Branch Briefs 


is bei lanned by Soury 
side camp is being p'annec. y 
otherwise not have 


A permanent Se 
EA perm | children who would 


MANCHESTER for loca 
a holiday. 


> Cripplecraft 
Fl Herse Bay members, much engaged at the Cripplecraft 
e n a 


' ali ride range of soft 
ome, are impressed with the quality and wide ran; É soft 
ae: +. disabled patients there. Details and 

| tovs made by the heaviry-disab'e patie! M or. TN 
prices can readily be obtained from ; Fhe o. a re 

E inster Bank . Herne Bay, went. 
Herne Bay, c/o Westminster Bank DE L - (Birmingham) 
Wi The Christmas Fair organised by P ^ g à 
i uced the very fine 
vas 2 ‘value for money’ show which pro y 


i E 
total of £162 for the Family Purse. _ EB 
$ Fi Visits to the local Borstal Reception Centre, for i formal 


talks and entertainments, are being shared by boc: Ham and 


RICHMOND. , l i , 
Fi Patients at the Shropshire Orthopædic Hospital receive 


regular library assistance from Oswestry on two evenings each 


E 


week. 
Ml A boxing show, with a full programme of thirteen bouts, 
was arranged by WoLvERTON in December. The proceeds 


were in aid of St. Dunstan’s. 
V! In the course of a month, Loppon (Norfolk) transformed a 
warchouse into new and comfortable Branch quarters. 
Fi] The drama festival of one-act plays recently presented by 
Farxirk Sours at the Town Hall on three successive evenings 
met with a good public response. 
Fl Guimssy celebrated their silver jubilee by holding an Ameri- 
can Fair, Some 250 members and friends attended the evening 
session and £100 was raised. for the Family Purse. 
eee Ep EM Sane entertainment provided by 
| Pi The eee E : s with the Women's Section Branch. 
y formed Cuester Toc H Players, in December 


gave three successful evenin 
g l erforma a 
Arsenic and Old Lace”. Fak P eg, XM 


Space limitation prevents the 
] accounts received of Toc H activ 
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indusion of many of the 
ities during December. A 


-—————  —————)2 


bare recital of the place-names alone would fill these pages and 
give them close affinity to a Bradshaw index, without its useful- 
ness. Faced with this problem only three items are here 
recorded, and while few Branches may have heen able to collect 
sweets by the hundredweight, or have raised Christmas trees 
six times a man’s height, or even far less likely, to have been 
privileged to sing carols to the Royal family, these may still 
serve to typify the width of service undertaken at Christmas- | 
tide by so many members. | 


Sweets 
As a resv!t of an appeal for sweets for Christmas parties that we 
arc gi he poor children of Ilford, the Commonwealth Gift 
Centre allecated us a supply to be collected from their Cockfosters 
de; Jona and I duly called to collect them and were met with 
the sight five large packing cases. Neither of us being Tarzans, 


the job oi transporting these cases caused a bit of head scratching. 

Our first siep was to persuade a driver of a Royal Mail van to give 
us a lift to Cockfosters station. We duly got the parcels on to the 
platform, then on to a train. First change was at Holborn, where 
we had to negotiate an escalator. This was one hundred per cent. 
comedy. Four of the cases were started on their upward journey 
when John realised that the fifth was still at the bottom. We were 
half-way up the escalator and there was John, dashing in a down- 
wards direction whilst motion was carrying him upwards. He 
eventually made the bottom; and we continued on our trip. Next 
change was at Stratford, which was made in comparative ease. A 
cup of tea was called for before we continued the journey, then on 
to Seven Kings station, where we ‘borrowed’ a porter's truck to 
complete the journey under our own steam. 

All went well until a policeman on a motor-cycle pulled us up and 
wanted to know where we had carried out the burglary. Identity 
Cards were called for, neither of us had them with us (the worst of 
possessing two suits) so we were escorted home by the police. On 
producing my Card and persuading him that we really were honest 
law-abiding citizens, we were permitted to spend the night in our 
own beds instead of us non-paying guests at the police station. 

This journcy was one that neither of us would have missed for 
worlds, and was a triumph of craziness over common sense. Of 
course we could have hired transport, but look at the fun wc would 
have missed. I know we enjoyed the outing as much as the kiddies 
have since enjoyed their parties. P.E. 
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'Tree and Toys 


In the meeting room of Crosby (Lancs.) Branch, whic »rlooks 
a desolate vacant plot, an idea was born. Why not br: it up 
for Christmas? Action followed, and a thirty-hve foot inated 
tree was set up. (To hold it in position during the sev des we 


had to guy the trec with steel hawsers attached to stanchions which 
had been driven five feet into the ground.) 

‘The Mayor switched on the lights the first evening and cach night 
a choir sang carols, or else a band played them. Our appeal for 
toys was well supported, over a thousand were placed in Father 
Christmas's sack and £45 collected for new ones. By Christmas Eve 
all the tovs had been delivered in gay coloured wrappings to the 
homes of needy children, 

The tree was lit up every night till Christmas. Hot chestnuts 
were sold hy Boy Scouts, who also gave much ready assistance, and 
the whole effort was greatly appreciated hy the citizens of Crosby. 


V. E.M. 


Carols 


7 Fhe Toc H choir of Dersingham, singing carols at Sandringham 
NE 5 night, were invited into the drawing-room to sing to the 
Dine a Queen, Queen Mary, Princes Margaret, the Duchess of 
en ' s i i 
ent, the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester, Prince William, Prince 
Richard—and Prince Charles. 
OPEN E a cec 
E po me Leslie i uck led on his violin. At the request of 
ae im ME E anus the Herald Angels Sing” again after 
i sung it outside t J ; 
g he house, —Sunday Express, 25.12.49. 
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Far Cry gia 


— 
PORTUGAL 


Every year at Christmastime some diaries are ordered by 
Canon Pentin, writing from Portugal. Inevitably he has been 
simply a name upon a card, albeit a friendly name. Now it 
is different, tor he has told us more of Portugal, the Portuguese 
and himself, thus :— 

l inary man in England does not know much abour 


Portugal a hat he does know is often incorrect. For instance, 
Portugal i part of Spain : she is not a totalitarian country: and 
she | "Dictator" in any sense approaching the Hitler- 
Mu nt ix 

at s | wiugal, as a rule, are not high in any walk of life, 
but neither :: che cost of living or house rent; and there is no lack 
of ever food or houses. Taxation is very moderate indeed as com- 


parea with that of England. 

l'he Portuguese people are religious, tolerant, friendly, freedom- 
loving, and hardworking. The life of the peasants (and Portugal is 
chiefly an agricultural country) strikes an Englishman as being some- 
what dull; but they do not find it so, and they simply astound one 
as a contented and a happy folk. They certainly get a tremendous 
“kick” out of the many religious /estas, with their accompanying 
fairs and folk-dancing. T'he townspeople, of course, have their 
theatres and cinemas and other amusements, and their football, which 
is immensely popular. 

Portugal figures very little in the English press. She has no news 
value. Of what use to a journalist is a foreign country which has 
no strikes, crises, riots, revolutions, ‘‘purges”, or assassinations of 
public men, and the like; but is merely a beautiful country, by the 
world forgot, content with making quiet and measured improvement 
and progress in every direction. "is 

Tt has fallen to my lot to visit nearly every country in Europe, 
and out of them all | chose Portugal, some years ago, as my final 
home. Mv life is nearly over—I am an old man—but I have no 
desire to end my days anywhere but in this sunny and peaceful land. 

A letter has arrived from one of a family scattered overseas, 
and at Headquarters the circle widens to make room for 
Herbert Pentin, whom we begin to know as a person and no 


longer as a name upon a card. 
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E - 
BAN DOCKSIDE 


dle jsitor to Toc H Eleadqnartes $ 

- REM we urban, introduced to us in England by 

Mrs. Perla G1 en Known to many thousands of war. 

Toc H in Soutt he Lady in White”, she sang to them from 
time soldiers as ^ 1 he Lae) and went. 


FROM DUR 


the quayside as their ships came 


She did this unfailingly from 1940 onwards, and time and 
weather counted for little. The men on every incoming and 
outgoing troopship heard the voice and caught a sight of “The 
Lady in White” as she stood singing in sunshine or torrential 
rain, in the mid-day heat or the dark of dawn or sunset. She 
hoped that through Toc H she might have an opportunity of 
meeting some of the men and women who knew her in 
Durban, and we were glad to be instrumental in bringing her 
before the microphone in “In Town To-night” on Decmber 
10 and, later, in a television programme. Her first public 


appearance during her present holiday in England was at the 
North London Family Gathering on December 2. 


NEWCASTLE UNITED REACH 160^E. 9°S. 


Although the paper ini 
h containing i i 3 
OR en P co g the account of last week's 
y to arrive at Honiara, Guadalcanal, before 


the beginning of March, it is 
arch, s probable that Jock Elliott, of 
a Public Works Department, will have E Me fears 


realised. by wireless during the next few days. As a new 
arrival in the Solomon Islands his English interests are still 
very much alive. "There are three of them in his mess, and 
apart from the chance arrival of a piece of fresh pork (if a 
pig is shot in the bush) they depend on the supplies sent from 
Sydney every three months. Even there housing is a problem 
and very much his official concern. A few weeks ago there 
was quite a flutter in Honiara for all the Headmen from 
surrounding villages and islands came in for a week of con- 
ferences. They were deeply impressed by everything and 
everyone and at the end declared, in so many words, that they 
had "been given a lot to think about”. 


What with *icadmen and "the United" life in the Solomons 
must be as exciting as ever it was in Birmingham. 


GGSLECTIONS FROM A LAMP 


Early in the last century the first Methodist missionaries to 
Ceylon were shipwrecked off the south coast near Weligama. 
As they made their way up the west coast they were met by 
Archdeacon Twistleton who was hurrying down to help them. 
The Government gave them a site in Colombo on which they 
formed the Harvard Settlement and where they built the first 
Methodist Church in Asia. It was from here that the World 
Chain of Light began in December, and where the vigil was 
maintained. Nearly three hundred letters and telegrams were 
received from Toc H branches, and the Colombo message was 
read by Leonard Peiris, the Hon. Commissioner for Ceylon. 
‘Nunc’ Kerr, the Chairman, took ‘Light’, and Padre John 
Wright conducted the service and gave the address. It is 
evident that the whole event was finely conceived, and sup- 
ported well by everyone concerned. 

In this way the Chain of Light began in Ceylon. It was 
also observed, in slightly unconventional circumstances, 1n 5.5. 
Ranchi, outward bound for Australia and at that time 
approaching Port Said. Among the passengers were Major 
Gordon Harper, late R.A.M.C., and Mrs. Harper, of Wins- 
combe (Somerset) Women’s Section. After searching the 
crowded ship from the sharp end to the blunt, they unearthed 
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Hill, once of Mill Hill, Jimmie Robertson 
ack Murrav from Bangor and Jim Robin. 
On December 11 four of them met jy 
the only available place, the Ship's nursery, cach onc bringin 
two or three interested acquaintances. Light’ was taken with 
a candle borrowed from the purser, and Harper then talked 
| about Toc H against a background not of world cvents but 
cf teddy bears, merry-go-rounds and mural representations of 
| . — nursery zoology. 

For the rest of the voyage they are going to mect regularly, 
and have even appointed their Branch officers. In such a ship 
there should be ample scope for an imaginative lo':master, 
appointed for the duration and pensionable at the cad. 


the First Officer, 
from Tillicoultry, J 
son from Blackburn. 


SINGAPORE REMEMBERS 
Five members of Si 
great Communal Gra 


Armistice Sunday ; 
Chairman before " '949, and prayers are being led by the 


Ingapore Branch Standing around thc 
ve outside the Genera] Hospital. lt is 


e ENT à 
BRED wreath is laid upon the grave. This 
y Armistice Sunday since liberation. 


8o G.M. 


has been done or 


UND THE WDRLD 


ch Toc H ® | ee Hoo 


Selkirk Shows How 
HE SCOTTISH Border town ot Selkirk has joined 
together, under the resounding title of “The Associated 

Selkirk Clubs and Societies". most of the local social and 
cultural organisations in the town. Its worth has been demon- 
strated in many ways, notably in the co-operation between 
members of the various bodies. Another useful development 
has been that as a result of ‘getting together’ the various shows 
and exhibitions are spread out to give a well-balanced flow of 
entertainment throughout the winter months. 

During their recent exhibition, the Toc H exhibit, pictured 
above, caused considerable interest and received special com- 
ment in the local press. Members of the Branch were at all 
times on duty to provide information and literature. 

The display was not achieved without the expenditure of 
much "blood, tears, toil and sweat”; certainly the last two, 
but the Branch has every reason to congratulate itself on being 
sufficiently clever as to inveigle into membership an electrician 
and a provider of display stands! 


8t 


ee 


Toc H in a School 


YEARS AGO, the Headmaster of 
E. H. Magson, together with the 

School Chaplain, the Rev. John R. Temple, ue we for 

"a active and thinking Christian Society to | c € boys 
| an i long, not only while at school, but also after they had 
ie Srey des Toc H and an enquiry aia ‘Bill 
Maddock to explain that whereas Toc H had Ru sc c 
these had been started without a clear idea of their possibilities 
and it had been decided to close them. His visit resulted in 
the determination of the two sponsors to give to tiic city what 
they were unable to give to the school. The Turo Toc H 
Branch was formed with the Headmaster of Truro School 
as its first Chairman. In course of time health comp: iled Dr. 
Magson to confine his activities to the school and Te H saw 
less and less of him, but his interest was still alive. 


BOUT TWENTY 
Truro School, Dr. 


Shortly before the second World War, Norman Pratt, a 
former member of Woodford Branch. was appointed to the 
school staff, and he immediately contacted the Truro Branch, 
but it was not until 1942, in a period when thc school was 
without a chaplain, that Toc H meetings were first held in the 
school with regularity. Dr. Magson invited onc or two mem- 
bers who had been friends of Norman Pratt and happened to 
be Old Boys of the school, to arrange for a meeting of the 
Fruro Branch to be held in the school. At this meeting mem- 
bers of the staff and boys were present as visitors, and as a 
result the Toe H ‘Wing’ at Truro School came into being. 


E he ‘Wing’ has passed through various phases in its seven 
e De 2 has gradually taken a fairly definite shape. 
SEE eie is wee meetings each term in school on Sunday 
ee at which ‘Light’ is taken by a boy who understands 
A OPES RUE of the ceremony. There is usually a visiting 
cr ds E: ES connected in any way with the school. We 
rather than the Di xa forward-looking aspect of Toc P 
3 Y. though occasionally we have a talk on 


origins. The meetings are attended bv those of our boys who 
regard themselves as members of the ‘Wing’, by some members 
of the staff and a few members of Truro Branch. The sub- 
jects of the talks are varied, usually one on a Toc H subject. 
and onc or two on general topics. During the term we visit 
Truro Branch in small parties, and these visits are very much 
enjoyed both by the boys and Branch members. Some years ago 
a few boys became full members of the Branch, but now we 
doubt the vaine of this as the boys must of necessity lack 
important exi rience, and also, on going to a Universitv or 
into Nationa! Service, cannot very well maintain their mem- 
bership. In coch of the last three years, two boys have attended 
the S.W. Are. Conference and have returned greatly impressed 
and determine to become members one day. We think that 
it is a very worthwhile thing that our boys should able to join 
Toc H members in serious discussion and prayer. 

We are linked with Toc H as a whole in three ways, via 
Truro Branch, via Mayne Elson, the S.W. Area Secretary, and 
via the School Correspondent. We find that a good propor- 
tion of those boys who have shown an interest in Toc H are 
keen to be put in touch with the Branch in their home town, 
when the time comes for them to leave School. We feel that 
it is very convenient that the School Correspondent is a mem- 
ber of Truro Branch and that some members of the Branch 
are Old Boys of the school. 

Toc H in a town makes an attempt at providing for its 
members the kind of community life which is inevitably found 
in a school. We find that a serious difficulty in the way of 
doing jobs is the fullness of the organised time table; in the 
past however we have made toys for sale to raise funds for the 
upkeep of the leper child we have adopted. 

Another side of our activities has been the attendance of 
some of our boys at camps run by Toc H. During the war 
two of our number went to the Forestry Camp at Forest Row, 
Sussex, which they thought a great experience, and as a result 
one of them afterwards lived in a Toc H Mark for three years, 
and both are members now. Then again in September last, 
eight boys attended the Agricultural Camp at Sevenoaks, 
Kent, and again were very impressed with the good spirit and 
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hip. They worked hard, carned about 
er their expenses, had a jolly good time, 
things about Toc H and loc H members 
alised before! They said later that they 
ad been staving for two wecks instead 
determined to go again next vear 
These camps are surely 


pleasant companions 
enough money to cov 


and learned a few 
that they hadn't re 
verv much wished they h 
of onc. and that they were i 
if they were offered the opportunity. 


a vreat idea, providing as they do so ma poer and 
Wet | =. 


contacts which would otherwise be imposs! 

The centre of the school life is the school Chapel and the 
religious life of the school is very much the p of the 
school Chaplain. It is not likely however that To: H would 
Hourish in a school without the Chaplain s.good-wili but the 
full occupation of his time and his obligation to give specialised 
religious instruction may prevent him from giving mu :h active 
assistance in running the unit A school wing ‘inked with 
a town Branch should show the boys that religion docs mean 
something to full-grown men and it should try to exercise an 
influence of the right kind within the school and provide some- 
thing worthwhile for the boys while they are still at school. 
If it does this well it will be the best possible supporter of the 
Chaplain’s work and it will not have been in vain if it has 
planted seeds in the minds of the hoys which will grow and 
hear fruit in the years to come. W.E.B.W. 


Toc H Hong Kong—Reunion 


There was a breath of the Far East on Tower Hill on 
Tine 3and 4, when members of Toc H who have passed 
te cH Gub Hg Kong etie a Raana 
rS iE y square. | was privileged to attend, 
ad as abe with such gatherings one was struck by the high- 
Meee te conte of personal friendships on such 
Jim and feinneSievens HUC a come hae 
the presence of Soe ¢ Warden of the Club and his wife); 
motion; the holding of avies who originally set the Club in 

Ing of a Thanksgiving service in the newly 


rebuilt North Ai 
$; isle of A1 Hallows, at which Padre Ted David- 


x and Padre Emlyn (‘Bish’) Williams, R.N. officiated, when 
in the form of a fine camphor-lined teak chest made by 
a skilled Chinese workman and a chair were presented on 
behalf of the Men's and Women’s sections of the Toc H Branch 


sol 
gifts, 


at Hong Kong and blessed. 
Other highlights cf the week-end were the visit to the Tower 


of London (conducted by Geoff Gavey) to see the Ceremony of 
the Keys, followed bv the rare privilege of holding ‘Light’ and 
homegoing prayers in the Chapel Royal of St. Peter ad Vincula 
in the Tower. Je is in this Chapel Royal that the Ensign of 
H.M.S. London bangs. One of her old crew, C.P.O. Cecil 
Rowlands sicod beneath the colours of his well-loved ship and 
remembered “Our Elder Brethren, especially George Warwick 
and others oi his shipmates, who together with those of the 
Amethyst and Concord gave their lives upon the Yangtse”. 
On Sunday members gathered for corporate Communion 
in All Hallows and the reunion was continued until the after- 
noon. At the dinner on Saturday, a few speeches were made 
and we learned of the hard work and difficulties of ‘Taff’ 
Davies in opening the Club immediately after the liberation of 
Hong Kong, and the present members and Club out there 
were remembcred and toasted. It was also quite evident of 
the place Jim and Jeanne have established in the hearts of all 
members who helped, and of those who used the Club. 
Geoff Martin, Overseas Secretary, proposed their health and 
they were given all good wishes for their work at the Toc H 
Club in Malta where they will shortly be taking up new duties. 
Some members came from as far away as Birmingham and 
Lecds—some were unable to come but sent their best wishes 
and apologies. Great credit and thanks are due to Bill Cherry, 
who efficiently organised the whole affair. C.A.G.B. 


Discussing Religion 


ONCE ASKED a young naval officer during the war what 
he and his friends talked about when they were at sea. He 
answered without hesitation, “Mostly about women and 
religion”. Both are natural, important and right subjects for 
discussion if approached in the right way. Sex and religion 
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concerns for any normal human 
fundamental conc 
are bound to be 


being. 


Here and now my business is with religion. I have some. 
-Iere a 


times been told that men nO qu 3n WW in 
religion”. ] am convinced that t NIS isch as -€-— 
unfortunately, as I think, men do not go e Uh mer i" E 
they used to do. But the reason 1$ nO x P 
interested in religion. The conversation 1n i y group 
has a way of getting on to the subject quite E Ex you 
cannot get really intimate with a man lor "E 
religion. After all, which of us is not interestec ic E 
such religious questions as these : What is the purpose ot ife? 
What happens when a man dies? Is there a God? Does it 
matter what a man believes? Is prayer any good 


My real bother is not that men aren't interested, hat that they 
arc too ready to argue about religion without taking the trouble 
to understand it. They would be ashamed if they knew as 
little about cricket and football Any thougitful man, 
whether he is committed to any particular belief or not, will 
want to include among his reading an occasional book about 
the meaning of the Christian Faith and its message for our 
personal and corporate problems today. And among my best 
memories are times when | have met with a group of others 
round somebody’s fire for informal discussion, chapter by 
chapter, of a book in which such big issues were treated by a 
man who knew what he was talking about. There are few 
more fascinating or useful ways of spending an evening. 


l And that is one reason why I believe in the S.C.M. Religious 
Book Club, I he books are addressed to ordinary men and 
women, not highbrow experts. They deal with vital subjects 


eee P competent writers. Many of them provide an 
excellent basis for discussion. And they are well within the 
Hucn Martin. 


reach of anyone's pocket. 


E who are attracted by the S.C.M. Book Club «ill be 
Etat rurolment is for one vear, during which, 
ES fou: se easy ie 2s. 6d., each. Al that is necessary is t 
E ^s ni nacre tary, S.C.M. Book Club, Bloomsbury Street, 
. en completed, leave it with a local hookseller. 

[t 


The Editor. 
Toc H Journal 


The Open Hustings 


Contributors are asked lo keep their letters brie] and send them to: 
The Editor, Toc H Journal, 47 Francis Street, London, S Wa. 


Film Units 


Dear Epiror, 

Some four years ago | was 
privileged to uu dae 8l 
Mobile Film Unit in Belfast, it 
started in a simol] wav but has 
now reached proportions very 
much larger than í ever dreamed 
of. TE I cov! turn. the clock 
back to the beginning of the 
scheme Ù would most certainly 
have approached it from a differ- 
ent angle, [ would have called 
together a Civic Committee and 
would have made the whole ven- 
ture 2 communal effort—for as 
T see it now this most attractive 
form of voluntary service can 
become a dead weight or mill- 
stone around the necks of Toc H 
members. 

I feel that the time is now ripe 
to strike a note of warning for 
those who have embarked or who 
are about to embark on a similar 
venture, to consider very care- 
fully whether or not it would be 
in the best interest of loc H to 
make sure that the responsibility 
of running and equipping a 
Mobile Cinema Unit should be 
that of the community it serves. 

Tt may interest those whose 
units are ‘Cinema minded” to 
know that we in Belfast are 
making every endeavour to get 


the local hospitals authority to 
take over at least, the full finan- 
cial responsibility, and so relieve 
us of something which has 
become more demanding than we 
are able to. meet. 

Toc H has pointed the way in 
this matter of cinema entertain- 
ment, the big job now will he to 
get the community to adopt and 
nourish this quickly growing and 
healthy, but voracious child. 

Joe Frame. 
Belfast. 


Dear Eprror, 

With the idea of helping each 
other it is planned to circulate 
to all Toc H Film Units a cyclo- 
styled quarterly News Letter. 
This will give items of interest, 
gossip and technical advice and. 
it is hoped, details of the latest 
film releases to 16 mm. renters. 
The News Letter will be sent 
free to all who run a Toc H 
Film Unit and, to ensure its suc- 
cess, those Interested are asked to 
contribute items of information 
and experience gained which they 
fec] will help other members 
engaged in similar ventures. I 
shall be glad to receive all such 
‘copy’ as quickly as possihle. 

Ken Wnicur. 
3 Gibbs Road, 
Newport, Mon. 


Agricultural Camps 


Dear EDITOR, 

Most of us will 
making plans for our holidays. 
May I, therefore venture to 25 
gest that a mixed gathering O 
Toc H members at an Agricul- 
tural Camp can be one of the 


soon be 


best and cheapest holidays 
imaginable. 
‘These camps provide an 


opportunity for fellowship and 
service in work, play and dis- 
cussion. z 

Those who came to Sevenoaks 
last year pronounced it a very 
happy experience with no regrets. 
‘There will be a camp at Seven- 
oaks again this year but now is 
the time to organise at least a 
second camp. 

Have a go—Chums! 

ARCHIE SMITH. 

Sevenoaks. 


Younger Men 
Drar lprron, 
A few weeks ago | took a 
voung friend to a Branch Guest- 


night. Afterwards I asked him 
what he thought of it and he 


told me that it probably suited | 


folks of my age (I am fifty) but 
held little attraction for Young 
men. Asked the reasons for his 
opinion he explained that the 
company was all male and there- 
fore, as might be expected 
middle-aged, a state of bine 
which struck him as strange in a 
movement which claimed to oA 
family. I pointed out that there 
Is a Women's Section which 


Marshall 2 Co, Ltd., 2. Nawhams 


meets separately from the men 
and added that T disliked mixel 
meetings, to which he replied 
“of course you would, you are 
fifty”. He mentioned several 
movements which arc attracting 
the voung men we need im 
Voc H, e.g. Young Conserva. 
tives, Young Liberals, Young 
Socialists and suggested that they 
succeeded. where "Toc H failed 
because their membership is open 
to men and women under thirty 
on equal terms. He thought 
this was as it should be and com- 
mended the idea to Toc H. I 
wonder if there is anything in 
it? Can we try it out? Will 
the Central Executive sanction 
four experimental mixcd groups 
meeting in different parts of the 
country for a period of twelve 
months? Attendance at group 
meetings would be strictly con- 
fined to men and women under 
twenty-five, preferably not mem- 
bers of Voc H, save for one 
older and experienced inember 
of Toc H and the Women's 
Section who, without holding 
office in the groups, would act 
as counsellors and friends report- 
ing to the Central. Executive at 
the end of the trial year. 

‘There are, of course, risks in 
such an experiment but I believe 
they are outweighed by its pos 
sibilities. Anyhow Toc H is 
stid to be an adventure and to 
adventure in young company is 
always exciting.. Here's hoping 

Bint Calis: 
Ruislip. 


Row. London, S.£.1. 


^s 


